Ibadan: LG task force of extortionists – Tribune, Sunday 14 October 2012
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In Ibadan, capital of Oyo State, men who parade themselves as officials of local governments, have taken over roads, including those designated as Federal Government’s, impounding cars, collecting fines and extorting money. BANJI ALUKO writes on the activities of these officials, asking about the legality of their conducts.

These days, it is not unusual to hear motorists and other road users in Ibadan and environs complain about the activities of some individuals, who claimed to be working for local government authorities in the state.
 

Their complaints against these so-called local government official are usually that these individuals impose arbitrary fines after accusing them of violating traffic laws and later extort money from them.

 One of the local governments within the Ibadan metropolis, where the activities of the officials are very commomn is Ibadan South-West Local Government Area. In these council, the officials who usually wear reflective jackets over their dresses, would hide somewhere looking for preys to feast on. The officials, who often resume duty as early as 7:30 a.m., work late until 5:30 p.m. daily excluding Sundays.

Checks indicated that the new set of local government officials were not the first to embark on such activity. In 2010, some officials of the Ibadan North-East Local Government had embarked on similar activity. Among other locations, they stayed at the Ikolaba Junction, near the JAMB office, stopping motorists and collecting money from them. But luck ran out for them one day when they stopped a professor, who was a lecturer at the University of Ibadan.

They had accosted the professor, demanding for the particulars of his cars, among others. Infuriated, the professor decided to inform the Broadcasting Corporation of Oyo State (BCOS) of the acts of the officials.   BCOS picked the issue up and informed the former police commissioner in Oyo State, Adisa Bolanta, who in turn gave the order that the officials of the local government should be arrested the next time they carried out such activity. That was the end to such activity in Oyo State until the latest episode that started some few months ago.

According to the men carrying out the operations, they had been empowered by the local government to collect fines. So these days, it is not difficult to see them battling with motorists to drag them and their vehicles to a building they use as office.

A motorist spoke about his experience at the hands of these men. “I had neatly parked at a spot on the road that I had always parked. All of a sudden, a guy accosted me, asking if I was aware that I had wrongly parked. Most shocking was that there was nothing to show that he was an official of government. He wore mufti with a reflective jacket, something that made me to think that he was an okada rider.

“He added that I had wrongly parked and that I would need to get to their office to clarify if I was a first time offender. So, I obliged, not knowing that I was getting into a trap. On getting to their office nearby, the story changed as they slapped a fine of N7,500 on my car for illegal parking. At the end of the day, I managed to offer N2,000 and I was allowed to go.” The motorist, however,  said that he was not issued any receipt for the fine.

Another motorist, a woman, who was arrested by the officials, spoke with the reporter at the Ring Road office of the task force.

The woman stated that she had parked by the roadside with the ignition on to receive a phone call when two members of the task force accosted her. “I live in Abeokuta and I only came to Ibadan this morning for something very important. The ignition was on and I had parked to receive a call when they swooped on me,” the woman narrated.

The woman was first asked to pay N7,000 as fine but after appealing to the officials, the fine was brought down to N5,000 and later N3,000.

The story is not different in Lagelu Local Government, Area, another council within the Ibadan metropolis, as motorists, both private and commercial, had to cry out to the Oyo State government on what they described as illegal imposition of fines over alleged traffic offences by officials of the council. They stated that the fines ranged from N5,000  to higher amounts which they imposed on motorists and okada riders. They have even extended their operations to Academy area of the council, towing vehicles or motorbikes of suspected offenders.

Some motorists, who spoke with Sunday Tribune, accused the task force officials, who usually hid somewhere in wait for their victims, especially on the Iwo Road federal highway, of arbitrarily arresting innocent citizens plying the road and extorting money from them, threatening to impound their vehicles or motorcycles if they failed to pay the fine or greased their palms.

Reacting, one of the officials of the task force in Ibadan South-West Local Government blatantly stated that there was nothing illegal about their operations, claiming that they had the backing of the state government which directed them to source for additional internal revenue outside their monthly federal revenue, hence their action.

But when reminded that enforcement of traffic regulations on Federal Government-owned highways are restricted to the Federal Road Safety Corps (FRSC) and not the local government councils, he declined comment.

Questions have also been raised as to the legality or otherwise of the act of the “officials.”According to a legal practitioner, Bamidele Areola, “it is difficult to situate if the activities of the local governments are illegal or not. Nigeria is a unique country. It is in Nigeria that you see state governments carrying out maintenance works on roads clearly demarcated as Federal Government’s road. To me, there is the FRSC, a national body that is supposed to check activities of road users on roads that are being controlled by the federal government. There are equally traffic police. So, it is not very easy to say if what they are doing is illegal or not because, often, there are agreements between federal, state and local governments on the management of the roads.

Reacting on the issue, the acting Police Public Relation Officer (PPRO) in Oyo State, ASP Daniel Obayi, admitted that the command was aware of the activities of the officials but declined to give comment on the legality or otherwise of what they are doing. He added that the police had in the past advised local governments to carry the police along anytime they planned to carry out tasks of that nature so that they wouldnot contravene the law.

The lamentations of indigenous Ibadan residents 

Written by Rotimi Ige and Oluwaseyi Osatuyi Thursday, 29 March 2012 
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The situation of the residents of some of the interior areas of the city of Ibadan is lamentable. In this report, Rotimi Ige and Oluwaseyi Osatuyi present the heart cry of these people in the centre of an emerging mega city.

WHEN a United Nation's report and some other research carried out by various agencies reported that most Nigerians still manage to survive, spending less than a dollar a day, many people found it hard to believe. This was because, with the amount of natural resources the nation had in abundance and the enormous wealth being controlled by some of its citizens, it would be nearly impossible not to thrive in such an environment. But, sadly, most Nigerians are still, daily, barely making ends meet.

Even economically viable states like Lagos, Rivers, the oil rich Delta and Bayelsa, are still struggling to provide basic amenities for its residents not to talk of less viable ones, and so, this, according to social critics, is responsible for the high level of corruption in our society.

In some parts of Ibadan, the state capital of Oyo State, though rapidly developing, is fast leaving its original residents behind as regards the provision of basic amenities and the general dividends of democracy.

In areas like Challenge, Jericho, Idi-Ishin, Dugbe, Mokola, Akobo, new extension, Apete etc, the progress of development is visibly evident as promised by successive administrations. But take a trip to the interior parts of the city, where the original residents of Ibadan live, such as Beere, Oje, Idi Arere, Oranyan etc, one tends to discover the real definition of poverty.

The Nigerian Tribune  took a trip round Beere and Oranyan axes of the city which are somewhat appalling, as it was discovered that the residents in such areas, who form the bulk of the voting public most times, have been neglected by succesive administrations. The scene was reminiscent of a village movie; dilapidated mud houses with rusted and leaking aluminium roofs, naked children playing on makeshift gravesites in front of their houses, but the most appalling discovery was the ominous stench that pervaded the areas owing to the lack of adequate waste disposal and lack of toilets in most of the homes.

In Oranyan, for example, a government official in the last administration provided two public toilets for the over a thousand inhabitants and they have had to make do with these since then or resort to defecating on dumpsites or public spaces at night.

It is a normal sight to see youths smoking indian hemp and engaging in street crimes in such areas. It is also common sight to see young girls pregnant, or with babies strapped to their backs, all because they do not go to school and hawk wares, thus falling prey to gangsters and thugs which are many in the area.

The Nigerian Tribune spoke to some of the residents of Beere and Oranyan and present their lamentations.

Aminat Rasak, petty trader- Life has not been easy for us living in these areas. We wake in the morning like every other person, but see ourselves in pitiable conditions. Most of our buildings are old which were built without toilets. To pass faeces, everyone stools in a container. After, we take it to an open place where we dump it. But, In order to avert likely epidemic of cholera breakout, every Thursday, we do environment sanitation.

There is no drinking water provided by government, all we have is well water which we drink and use for domestic purpose. The only thing we see our politicians do is provide us with a borehole which is not even functioning well. As you can see, there are no good roads. Life here is so frustrating. We do think if at all we are part of the new era of democracy. Another issue that we are confronting, asides government neglecting us, is that some of our people who are successful don't come to improve our conditions. They should intensify their immunisation programme also.
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Sunday Aremu: The case of Beere/Oranyan is a long story because they have been before the creation of places like Challenge, Bodija, Molete etc. Most people we have in these upscale areas rose from this place. Some of them left the area, leaving their aged parents behind, while some left with their aged ones thereby having nothing to do with this place any longer. Some of the buildings we have here are without plans; they have been like that for about fifty to sixty years, occupied by aged people since they have nowhere to go.

We are subjected to all kinds of inhumane treatment which has made life uncomfortable for us. Aside this, we don't have toilets. As I said earlier, these buildings are old. The immediate past governor of Oyo State, built a public toilet for us which can only contain four people at a time, but it is yet to be completed. The present government is not even ready for us. We have been in total darkness in the past five months. Life here is just a mirage of what is obtainable in cities.

No road system, pipe borne water, street-light, etc. Many are ashamed of making reference to this place as their home. We are bedevilled by a lot of mishaps which has made life disastrous when compared to what is obtainable outside.

I appeal to the government to come to our aid. They should help pull down old buildings and reconstruct them, come into agreement with house owners that within a particular period the houses would be returned to them. Also, they should help us construct good roads, stable electric power supply, among other necessities of life.

Pa Bashorun Fajimi - We are not comfortable at all. We live in this place because we have no choice. It is an eye-sore that a normal being is living in this kind of environment we find ourselves. Life here is not just easy. I was trying to set some cement blocks to build a fence around my house, but the blocks I bought could not be brought here because the blocks could only be dropped at the end of the major road far from here, which was not built by the government. It was during the installation of Olubadan as king that it was done. I had to manually carry the blocks with my children from that far distance.

We have cried to the government, there is nothing they are doing about it. We have been neglected here, but there is no time we don't vote during election.

The former governor of Oyo State built a public toilet for us, but they did not complete it. In a response to our complaints to the present administration, the chairman of our local government came to us and he promised to take needed steps to improve our conditions, but, they were just promises.

We are aware that stooling in public places is dangerous to our communal wellbeing but, there is no way we can help it.

We are not fortunate to have graduates here, when there is no money to send children to school and this has contributed to our plight. I appeal to government to come and assist us.

Mrs Raliatu Agbesinga- How would we be satisfied with living this way? There is no basic social amenities as you can see. Here are my grandchildren, their parents left them with me in search of money. What do they sell? Petty goods at Beere junction,. The money realised is not enough to put their children in school. Moreover, their meagre income and mine is not enough to renovate our dilapidatated building.

Also, lack of money has made PHCN workers to cut off our electricity for the past seven months, so we have been in total darkness. My latest grandchild, who is about six months old, has never seen electric light since birth.

Adebayo Kasali: We are fed up with our government. To every Nigerian hearing or reading this, life is not easy here in Oranyan and Beere areas. As you can see, this place is a slum and people would tend to be reckless. People who grew from here should be careful, because, these neglected youths could be harmful to their treasured lives.

People would be ready to do anything to earn a living. There is increased rate of assassinations, snatching of cars, robbery and other vices; all these could be the acts of neglected people. Mind you, I am not saying that the people in these areas are responsible for these things in Ibadan. As you can see, I am doing my work to earn a living. I am a motocycle operator.

Government should come to the aid of the youth in their best interest. Our governments are wicked. Is it only boreholes that we need?

Mr. Aworinde Egbe, an herbalist- We have no choice and we have nowhere to go. We have been neglected. Those representing us in government may have collected allocation for their areas, but, no one knows where the money goes. But if you say you are fed up, where would you go? You simply accept fate.

Mama Oyetayo Kayode:
How can we be satisfied with this kind of life? I sell petty goods and I earn a living with my grand children from this means. There is no electricity; we don't have access to right information because we don't have radio and television because I am old. We buy sachet water. We have been using lanterns and candles for the past six months.

I have a toilet in my house but, the way residents of these areas throw waste in the streams, which is not far from here, it could be injurious to our health.

I can't tell government to do anything specifically, but they should please just help us, whatever they can do.

As it is, only time will tell if these residents will continue to suffer.

In his own reaction, the special assistant to the governor on media to oyo state government, Dr. Festus Adebayo, said that the present administration met dilapidated infrastructure on ground adding that they have plans to improve on the situation and make potable water, for instance, available in all part of the town in the next few months.

He, however, asked if it was the duty of the state government to provide electricity for the people.

Water scarcity: Ibadan residents decry activities of borehole owners 

Written by Kate Ani Thursday, 29 March 2012 [image: image2.png]



SOME house owners in Ibadan metropolis are cashing in on water scarcity to construct boreholes and make fortune from it. 

This new thriving business, Community News learnt, is biting hard  into residents’ pockets as some borehole owners charge as high as N50 per 25 litres of  keg.

A resident of Kudeti area whose house is close to Saint David Catholic School, but who didn’t want his name in print, lamented that all the wells in the area had dried up, saying, “We can’t have access to clean water and I learnt that producers of statchet water may jack up the price of their product anytime from noe.”

Mr Seyi Akintade, a shop owner at Boluwaji on the outskirts of the city, rhetorically asked. “There is no electricity, no pipe borne water, what exactly is going on? 

“What  is fetching people money now is water business, the water corporation needs to help end the water scarcity in the city, we are tired of trekking miles searching for drinkable and clean water.” 

He also lamented that the scarcity of tap water in the communities could trigger water borne diseases  because the people must, of necessity, look for water to do domestic washing and to drink.

According to Mrs Foluke Alade, who accused the state water corporation of being lackadaisical to their plight, allowing people with boreholes in their houses to exploit them because of the scarcity of water.

She however, begged the state government to help prevail on the organ of government saddled with the responsibility of distributing water to the residents of Ibadan to ameliorate their sufferings, just as  she complained of the people spending too much on water.

